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events industry forum




MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ONLINE AT 12NOON ON FRIDAY 19TH MAY 2023
Present:

Steve Heap (Chair), Association of Festival Organisers

Jim Winship (Secretary), the Event Service Association

Paul Hooper – Association of Show and Agricultural Associations

Peter Heath, PLASA

Carol Smith, Concert Promoters Association

Eric Stuart, UK Crowd Management Association

Joe Chalk, MUTA

Nick Morgan, UKEvents
Greg Dutton, NPoCC

Fiona Goh, British Arts Festival Associatiojn

Des Fitzgerald, Showman’s Guild

Louise Watkinson, Local Regulators Events Panel

John Rostron, Association of Independent Festivals

Dave Keighley, PSA

Gary Elson, BADA

Clive Owen, PSE

Michael Hirst, Event Board

Apologies:
Ian Leete, LGA

Andrew Harrison, ESSA

Alison Drummond, LAEOG

Welcome and Minutes of Last meeting
Steve Heap welcomed members to the meeting.   The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.
Membership Report

Jim Winship reported that there are currently 30 organisations involved in the Forum.
Steve Heap reported that he had approached the Environmental Services Organisation to join as well as the South Coast Events Forum.

Purple Guide Updates

Steve Heap reported that work was continuing to update all the chapters, but it was proving to be a slow process.   He also told the meeting that the Forum was continuing to promote the Guide across the industry, particularly through organisations such as the LGA, LAEOG and the Institute of Licensing.
Primary Authority Development

Jim Winship reported that due to the main contact at Liverpool leaving the council, the Forum is now in talks with Leicester City Council about taking on a Primary Authority role around the Purple Guide.   It is hoped to move this forward reasonably quickly as Leicester are keen to take this on.

Campsite Consultation

Steve Heap reported that he and Paul Hooper had responded to the consultation, which had been issued by the Department for Levelling Up.   There was concern that the Government officials involved did not fully understand the implications of the proposals for events.    

Ebulletins

Jim Winship reported that he is now issuing monthly ebulletins to all members and subscribers to the Purple Guide and he encouraged members to send him any information that they would like distributed with these.
Power of Events

Rick Stainton joined the meeting to explain the role of Power of Events.  He told the meeting that it was a not-for-profit organization and the main focus was to provide a platform for promoting all aspects of events, from a calendar of events taking place to promoting the industry to young people through presentations to schools etc.    Slides from his presentation have been circulated to all members.

Raising the Profile of Outdoor Events

There was some discussion about the need to promote events more strongly to support the industry and ticket sales, in particular.   Nick Morgan was keen for the industry to raise its profile with Government as cultural events were under threat and needed more support.  There was very real concern, particularly in the festival sector, about weak ticket sales this year and the lack of resources that many organisers have to weather a poor year as their resources had been severely diminished by the pandemic.   Together with increase costs and tighter supply chain terms, this is causing a number to cancel events.   It was agreed that Steve Heap and Jon Ros Rostron would meet to discuss the situation and prepare a paper to go to the Government and relevant All Party Parliamentary Groups.
APPG

The meeting briefly discussed concerns that the Event APPG is not focused sufficiently on outdoor events.   Jon Rostron reported that AFI was involved in setting up a new APPG for festivals, which would be chaired by Giles Watling MP.

It was suggested that the various APPGs covering events should be encouraged to work together.

Martyn’s Law

Some concern was expressed over the costs and restrictions that the proposals for Martyn’s Law might impose on events.   Eric Stuart reported that it was proposed that outdoor events with fewer than 800 in attendance were exempted from the regulations but all other events would need to be by “explicit invitation” which implied the need for a perimeter.    He said that the cost to events ranged from around £2,000 for a small event to some £80,000 for larger ones.   There was also concern that the regulations might place responsibility on some land owners who might be discouraged from allowing their sites to be used for outdoor events.
Conclusion

As 12 noon approached, the Chair asked for an extra 10 minutes but as several people were leaving item 15 (state of the market) and AOB were deferred to the next meeting.
Next Meeting 

The next Members Meeting is scheduled to be online at 11am on 22nd September, 2023
