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events industry forum




MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ONLINE AT 3PM ON TUESDAY, 13TH  NOVEMBER 2020
Present:

Steve Heap (Chair), Association of Festival Organisers

Jim Winship (Secretary), the Event Service Association

Eric Stuart, UK Crowd Management Association

George Bacon, British Air Display Association

Susan Tanner, National Outdoor Event Association

Michael Hirst, Business Visits and Events Partnership
Paul Hooper – Association of Show and Agricultural Associations

Carl Hagemann, Chartered Institute for the Management of Sports & Physical Activity

Joe Chalk, MUTA

Paul Reed, Association of Independent Festival Organisers

Rebecca Hateley, Event Hire Association Europe

Fiona Goh, British Arts Festival Association

Nick Morgan, BVEP

Ian Taylor, LAEOG
Sally-Ann Dodd, National Traction Engine Trust
Andy Rice, Major Events International

Apologies:
Carol Smith, Concert Promoters Association

Alison Drummond, LAEOG

Mark Bradshaw, Event Hire Association Europe

Minutes of Last Meeting

These were approved by the meeting.    
Membership Report

Jim Winship reported that EIF now has 29 organisations in membership.   However, he reported that he was uncertain about the Emergency Planning College membership since Beverley Griffiths had left and he had not had any responses to emails inquiring about a replacement.  Eric Stuart said that he had a meeting scheduled with the College and would raise the issue.   The British Pyrotechnics Association has rejoined EIF.
DCMS Guidance and Evidence of Events that have taken place
Steve Heap asked members to continue letting the Forum have details of events that have both taken place since the first lockdown or which have been refused as DCMS are keen to obtain as much information as possible.
Festival Guidance

Paul Reed reported that the initial guidance for restarting festivals is now available on the Purple Guide website.   The working group is continuing to develop this and there are plans to add more detail to this over the coming weeks.   Subgroups are being set up to look at some specific areas.  It was reported that Wales had not adopted the EIF/DCMS guidance or festival guidance but was developing their own based on these.   Steve Heap to arrange for Sanitation Europe to write more guidance re sanitation.
Treasury Submission

Jim Winship reported that the EIF submission for funding, particularly for the supply sector, is currently with the Treasury.   He undertook to chase this up over the next week.

VAT Reduction

Steve Heap reported that a request has been submitted to the Government for the VAT reduction to be extended beyond the end of March with LIVE (music) asking for 3 years.
Pandemic Insurance

Steve Heap reported that two proposals had been submitted to the Treasury for the Government to underwrite pandemic insurance as without the availability of insurance the risks for many organisers would be too great, particularly if some local authorities continued to be over cautious about allowing events to take place.   Michael Hirst said that the Treasury were concerned about how a scheme for the event industry could be ring-fenced.
After some discussion, the meeting agreed that the industry should try to come together on this and support one scheme.   Peter Heath reported that the One Industry One Voice group had set up a sub-committee to look at insurance and suggested that they might help to co-ordinate an approach.
It has subsequently become clear that there is no one-scheme-fits-all approach as insurance needs to focus on the specific requirements of different types of event.   There are now four separate schemes with the Treasury.
EIF Lobbying 
Jim Winship and Steve Heap reported that the Forum is continuing to work with Andrew Bingham, a former MP who had been on the DCMS Select Committee, who is helping to arrange meetings with Ministers.   The Forum has met recently with both Julian Knight MP, chair of the DCMS Select Committee, and Paul Scully MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at BEIS.

Local Authorities

Jim Winship reported that the Forum has drafted a document to go to local authorities setting out the economic impact benefits of events as well as stressing the guidance available to create safe outdoor events.   This has been developed in consultation with LAEOG and is currently with PHE awaiting a quote from them.  It is hoped to get this out to local authorities soon.

EIF is also liaising with a sub-group on the One Industry One Voice task force who are helping to gather economic data and case studies to demonstrate the value to local economies of events and that they can take place safely within COVID guidance.   They will also be targeting major Cities and seeking to influence public health directors.  There are also plans to produce a reference point for helping organisers and local authorities find the various guidance documents now available.

Major Events Summit
Andy Rice updated the meeting on this event saying that some 200 delegates had registered to date.   He also reported that Oliver Dowden, Secretary of State at DCMS, would be taking part and that the One Industry One Voice group had agreed to launch their campaign at the event.

Freelance Conference

Jim Winship reported that he had agreed to take part in this but it had now been changed to a pre-recorded event.   The new date is not known.

One Industry One Voice

Jim Winship reported that he and Peter Heath were both on the task force for this group, which aims to co-ordinate activity across the industry.  The group has set up task forces to look at how to overcome local authority cautions about events and also to look at insurance schemes.   The group is planning a launch campaign in December.   Andy Rice invited EIF members to submit questions via EIF which could be put to Oliver Dowden during the Major Events Summit.
Grants

The meeting briefly discussed the new discretionary grant scheme which specifically includes support for events in the briefing to local authorities.
Next Meeting:   No date was set for the next meeting.   Members will be notified as soon as a date is set.
